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Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

The above-captioned application is a continuation of application number 09/507,773 filed 
on February 18, 2000 to which priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. §120. 



In the Specification 

The related applications paragraph has been revised to include the parent application, 
which is incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. No new matter has been added. 
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In the Claims 

Original Claims 24, 25, 27 and 28 have been found allowable in the parent application. 
Remaining non-elected claims of the parent application have been renumbered and presented in 
the instant application as Claims 20-42, 48 and 49. 

Claims 20, 39, 41, and 42 have been amended to more distinctly claim that which the 
Applicants regard as the invention. 

H- New Claims 1-19 have been added. Support for these claims can be found throughout the 

m Specification, for example in the Exemplification, page 25, line 18 through page 35, line 5 and 



Hi 



Figure 1. 




New Claims 43-47 are dependant on Claim 42 and were originally encompassed in non- 
elected Claim 26 of the parent application. 



No new matter has been added. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 




Antoinette G. Giugliano 
Registration No. 42,582 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978)341-0136 



Concord, MA 01742-9133 



